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An ae to the I 
Clergy of EL Y. 


Dear Brethren, | 


| storm of Wind hath 
. ſuch a deep [mpreſ- | 
ſion upon me, that as I 
cannot put it out of my 

Mind; ſo it ſeems to call 
upon me to deſire others 

to keep in mind ſuch a 
Dreadful Inſtance, 25F ac- © 


A I count 


HE late Terrible 2 


z Exhortation to 


count it, of the Divine 
Diſpleaſure. Fo 

It was certainly the Voice 
of God; and therefore i: 
concerns us h gbly to hear. 
ken to it, and conſider 


what it ſpake to us from 


Cod. For which Reaſon ! 


- nave waved 15 ch Exhorc,- 


tions to you, as I have been 
wont to ſend before m 
Viſitations; and ſhall | 
This beſcæ ch you, and Is 
fire you to beizech others, 
tolook upon chis Tempeſt 
as 2 Loud Call to a ſpeedy 
Repentance. Which eve— 


. 


"the Clergy of Ely. 3 


ry one of us ought to Pra- 
ctiſe our ſelves, and Preach 

to our People, with great 
Earneſtneſs, and preſſing 
Perſuaſions ; leſt after ſo 
much Damage as we have 
iaffered by Schi Stormy 
Wind, in the ſharering 
our Churches and Hlouſes, 

deſtroying our Shipping | 
and ſo many Seamen and 
others, a worſe ching fliould 
come unto us. 

IJ am the more excited 
to this, by the Remem- 
brance af What long ago 
read, when [| was a Mem- 


A 4 ber 


4 AnExhortation to 
ber of the Univerſity, in a 
Learned and Holy Divine 
of our Church, the Fa- 
mous Dr. Jackson. A little 
Volume of whoſeSermons, 
which! ſtill have by me, I 
met withal, Printed at Ox- 
ford in the Year 1637, 
(e entituled , Signs of the 
Times, or God's Forewarn- 
ings) Preached partly be- 
fore His Majeſty, and part- 
ly at Newcaſtle upon Tine; 
and may now be found in 
i the Second Volume of his 
Works, p. 351. 


d 
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In an Appendix to the laſt 
of which Sermons, he ha- 
ving mentioned a Treatiſe 
of his concerning Ominous 
Preſagements, or Abodings 
good or bad, ( which was 


never publiſhed ) he hath 


theſe memorable Words: 


Among all the Forewarnings 
given to this Land, as ſo ma- 


ny Summons to Repentance, 


none which have been given in 


my Memory, did make ſo du- 


rable an Impreſſion upon my 


Heart and Thoughts, as that 


late mighty Wind ; which ha- 


ving begun bis Terrible Vi „ 
A * tation 
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tation from the utmoſt Point 


of the South-weſt, did con- 
tinue it in one Night unto the 
North- eaſt Corner of this 


5 Southern Province. A Wind, 


as he deſcribes it, much 
like that which lately raged, 


and blew from the ſame 


Point of the South-weſt, 
and in the, ſame Month of 
November ; though not on 
the ſame Day. For as that 
continued ſomething long- 
er, ( Ge whole Night, as 
I underſtand him) fo it fell 
out on the Eve of the Fifth 


of November, 16 36. as ours 
did 


the 28 of Ely. 7 


did on the Twenty-ſixth, a 
bout Eleven-a-Clock at 
| Night. 

F Now the very Tine. as 2 
„he thought, of that Viſ Ita. 
tion, was more than a Sign 
„Jof che Time. Tempus ipſum 

© | admonebat. The very Time 
ic ſelf wherein it hapned, 
being the Vigils of that 
great Anniverſary, Noven- 
ber V. was a ſign to his 
Apprehenſion moſt ſignifi- 
cant; and did interpret 
61. de his own 
Words) the Meaning of 
this Terrible 5 5 


„ I 


2 
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Inarticulate Voice, as well 
as any Prophet. (if there 
had been any then alive) 
could have done. 

And thus much of its 
Meaning, 2 ſerious Reader 
he thought might under- 
ſtand; That albeit we of theſe 


Kingdoms were in firm League 


with all the Nations of the 
Earth, with whom we have 
any . ; although our 


_ greateſt Enemies ſhould become 
our greateſt Friends; yet it is 
ſtill in the Lord Almighty. his 
Power, and we may fear in 
bis Purpoſe, to plague this 

* 


SS MW Ea. 5 1 bf —— 


Ringdom, by his own- imme- 
diate. Hand, &c. to bury more 
living Souls, as well, of Su- 


perior as of Inferior Rank, in 


the Ruins of their Stately | 
Houſes, or meaner Cottages, || 
than the Powder-Plotters did 
intend to do, or the Powder- 
Plot it ſelf, had it taken ect, 85 
could have done. 
This was the Adwoas- 
tion which he thought was 
given to this Kingdom at 
that time, by that Inviſible, 
but molt Audible Meſſen- 
ger (as he calls it.) Which 
I do not find that we one 
i hath 


8 An Exhortation to 


Inarticulate Voice, as well 
as any Prophet (if there 
had been any then alive) 
g could have done. 

And thus mich; of its 


* Meaning, a ſerious Reader 


he thought might under- 


ſtand; That albeitwe of theſe 


| Kingdoms were in firm League 
with all the Nations of the 
Earth, with whom we have 
any Commorte 4 ; although our 


EF greateſt Enemies ſhould become 


our greateſt Friends; yet it i 
ſtill in the Lord Almighty. his 
Power, and we may fear in 
bis Purpoſe , to 6. Page this 

Avg: 
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Kingdom, by bis own- imme- 
diate. Hand, &c. to bury more 


living. Souls, as well, of Su- 


perior as of Taferior Rank, in 
the. Ruins of their Stately 
Houſes, or meaner Cottages, 
than the Powder-Plotters did 
intend to do, or the Powder- 


Plot it ſelf, bad it taken effect, 


could have done. 


This was the Admoni- 
tion which he thought was 


given to this Kingdom at 


that time, by that Inviſible, 
but moſt Audible Meſſen- 
ger (as he calls it. Which 


1 do n not find that * one 
hath 
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| hath taken notice of, upon 


occaſion of the like Stormy 
Wind in November laſt; 


though it ſeems to me moſt 


worthy of great Conſide- 
ration. For herein he was 


a kind of a Prophet; this 


being written but a Vear be- 


ore the Tumults in Scotland 
began; which were follow- 
ed by thoſe Commotions 
both in this Kingdom and 


that, which ſhaked the ve- 


ry Foundations of our Go- 


vernment, and overturned 


it; by Dethroning and 
Murdering our King, de- 


Faun 
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ending the Nobility, _ 
enſlaving the People to the 
Will of unreaſonable Men; 
in one word, confounding 


all things both in Church 


and Stare. 


I dare not take upon e. 


to interpret the Language 2 
of the late Storm, ſo plain- 
ly as he did of that: For! 
am far from pretending o 
ſuch a Divine Spirit, as 
ſeems to me to have been 
in that Holy Man: But I 
may declare my fear, that 
it bodes ſome further Cala. 
mities ; if we do not amend 
W * 


r N 


Church and Ringdom, Grace 
to look into bis own Heart and 
Purpoſes; and to all in Au- 
thority, whether Superior or 
Inferior, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, to look not only unto 
their own , but unto others 
ways, of when they have the 
Care or Overſight ; that theſe 
may run parallel with the ways 


1 An Exhortation to 


our Lives, which bid an || 
open Defiance to all God's | 
Laws. And J may be al- 
lowed, nay, it is my Duty || ; 
- 0 Pray as he did upon that 
Occaſion: God grant, faith 


he, every Member of this 


; 


hem, or his moſt ſacred ug —— 


the Clergyof Ely. 1 3 
of God. Which if we ſhall con- 
tinue to croſs, or fall foul upon 


it is not any Parliamentary 


Lam, on any Act of State, or 4 


Decrees of Courts of Juſtice, 


that can break, the ſtroke of 


1 bis- out-ſtretched , puniſhing 2 


Arm and Hand; and fend off 
his dreadful Judgments threat» 
ned, from falling more heavy 


pon us, than at any time hi- 


therto ( praiſed be his Name) 
they have done. 


Theſe folemn Refle&i- 


Jons of his, upon che Voice 


of that Meſſenger of God ; 


(as 


N 14 An Exhortation to 
= 00 he ſtiles it) have a- 


wakened me to conſider, 
That!] having the Care pd 
_ Overſight of you, my Dear 
Brethren, ought, upon the 


- like Occaſion, to repreſent 


to you, that you are highiy 


concerned in this matter: 


Being called by God 70 a 
weighty Ofice and Charge ; 
that is, (as you were told 
at your Ordination ) to be 
5 Meſſengers, Watchmen, = 


. Stewards of the Lord ; 


teach, and to 3 to 
feed and provide for the Lords 
Fanny... And therefore, [ 


0 be 


he Clergy of Ely. 15 
beſeech you, look to the 


ways of your Pariſhioners ; 


obſerve thoſe who are neg- _ 
ligent, or deviate from the 


ways of God; and admo- 


niſh them of: their Duty ; 
exhort them to Repentance; 


giving them both publick, 


and private Monitions (as you 


then prom ſed to do ) with 
all faithful dil gence. 
1 ſhall mention fone few 


things, wherein I deſire 


your Diligence. t you ob- 
ſerve any Perſons to neg let. 
the Publick Service of God 
on the Lord J Day, either 

| loy- 


16 AnExhortation to ; 
 loyteringat Home careleſly, 
or prophanely frequenting 


III Houſes; have a great 
Compaſſion upon thele 


Men, and endeavour to a- 


8 them out of cheir 


Stupidity: For if they be 


not Atheiſts, they are in the 
direct way to that horrid 
Impiety. 

There are other folamn 
Times alſo appointed by 
Authority for Humiliation, 
to deprecate God's Diſplea- 
ſure, and avert his Judg- 
ments, which ought to be 
diligenely attended. And 
N 


the Clerg 20 of Ey. 


though they are not conti- 
nued Monthly, as they have 
ſometimes been, yet no Au- 
thority (as that Great Man 
before · mention d ſpeaks up- 5 
on occaſion of the Storm 
in his days ) prohibirs any 
private Man to faſt upon 


the Days appointed by 


* nons enjoin, though not 
Y © whole Families, yer of e- 
very Family ſome one or 
© other, to reſort unto the 
Hook of God, to offer up | 
* Prayers and Supplications : 
appointed by our Church, 


upon 


© the Church. Whoſe Ca- — 


18 An Exhortation to 
| © upon two other * ſpecial 
Pays in the Week, beſides 
"4 the Lord's Day. 8 5 
I know how hard it is to 
perſuade Men to come and 


5 ſupplicate che Divine Mer- 
cy upon thoſe we call Lita- 


ny Days: though it is a very 


_ ealy Tnjun&tion, for ſome 
one out of every Family, 


to implore a Bleſſing upon 
the reſt. Vet try, I beſeech 
you, what you can do, to 
bring your People unto 
this, by repreſc nting to them 
the great Benefit of it. The 
late Dreadful Tempeſt, 

| which 


* 
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which put us all into a great . 
Conſternation, fell out, I 
obſerve, on a Friday Night. 
Now I cannot but think it 

was a great Comfort to e- 
very good Man, in the 


| midſt of that Fright, if he 


reflected that he, or ſome 


of his, had been at Church 
that Day, and commend- 
ed his Family to God; be- 


ſeeching him, as we pray 
in the Litany, to deliver us 


from Lightning and Tempeſt, 
as well as other Calamicies : 
there mentioned, 


And 


mily; begging his Bleſſing 


15 2 0 1 Exhortation fo 


| And further repreſent to 
them, that they who ne- 
ver pray to God from one 
Lord s-Dayt to another, bu: 
remain the whole Week 
without the Worſhip of 
| God, are in very great dan- 
ger of falling into ſuch For- 
getfulneſs of God, as is a 
large Step to Atheiſm, 
Therefore exhort them to 
have o much Care of their 
Souls, as ac leaſt to pray to 
God every Moming and] 
Evening, in their own Fa- 


upon them 1 in their ſeveral 
Cal 


i the Gerry of Ely 


Callings; ; and 8 PW 
humble Thanks to him for 


his Mercies. You Can ea- 


: | ily make ſuch a Prayer for 


them, and beſeech them to 


uſe it; which would be a 


good ſtep towards the 


making them Religious: 
But without this, very good 5 
Men have look d upon it 


as a ſign of Irreligion. 


I lately met with theſe. 


Words of a very Eminent 
Perſon, which I cannor 


well forbear to ſet down © 
here ; 3 Conſtant Family Wor- 


ip is ſo * to keep 


alive 


e 724 - — 
[ — — —— 
- = = 
— 


22 An Exhortation to 


much, that another late] 
5 Writer quoting theſe Words, 
takes the confidence to fay, 
- A Prayerleſs Family i is 4 Ps | 


alive a conſtant Senſe of God 
and Religion in the minds of Þ 
Men, that I do not ſee how || 
any Family that neglects it, 
can be eſteemed a Family of | 
Chriſtians, or indeed to have 


any Religion at all: Inſo- 


„ <= _— * . 


gan Family. 
But I will ſay no more Pi 
of this, bur only one word 


Tharthe late Storm feud 


to call us to this Duty gor 
that we ſhould not conten f 
1 
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| our ſelves only on Sundays | 
f Þ to beſeech God, as we do 
„in the Evening Service, To 
| defend us from the perils and 
of Þ dangers of that Night; bur 
ve every Night before We go 
o- to Reſt, commend our 
te ſelves to His Gracious Pro- 


ds, rection ; for we know not, 


when we > lyedown whether : 
da- we ſhall riſe again; but 
our Beds before the Morn- 
ing may become our 
Graves. 
It is incumbent * up- 
Jon you, being the Lord's 
Watchmen, to obſerve 
B 2 what 


24 at Exhortation to 
what Sins are moſt reigning 


in your Pariſh ; whether | 


Drunkennels, Uncleanneſs, | 
Swearing , Prophaning of | 
the Lord's-Day, or any 
other; and endeavour to 
Convince them of theſe 


Sins, and to bring them to 
Repentance; ; exhorting all 


thoſe who have any Power 
in their hands, to employ 1 it 


with their nN Vigor, 


for the ſuppreſſing of theſe 


Vices. 


But I muſt more particu- | 


larly admoniſh you of one 
2 which you _— 


at 
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at your Ordination; That 

: you would maintain "ond ſet 

| forward, as much as in you 
„ lieth, Quietneſs , Peace and 

| Lover among a - Chriſtian 
* People, eſpecially among thoſe 
Fa committed to. your Charge. 
Nou there was never grea- 
ter need ot your laborious 
| Endeavours in chis Buſineſs, 
than at this time; if we 
| may judge of all Places, , Dy 
what we fee in ſome; 
where there are ſuch Di: 
cords and Diviſions, fuch 
| Heats and Animoſities, ſuch 
ſed Hatreds and Enmities, nay 
B 5 ſuch 


26 An Exhortation to 
fuck Study of Revenge, 
if they be not Extin- . 
e, are ſad Preſages N 
of an approaching Ruin. 
I cannot but think that the] 
late Terrible Storm, which 
did ſo much Miſchief by] 
Land and by Sea, was a 

5 Warning to us; calling g up- 
on us to tale the violent | 
Storms of Contention that] 
are among us, which en- 
danger the Shipwrecking of 
the whole Kingdom. 
Her moſt Excellent Ma-“ 
jeſty lately recommended 
this to che whole Body ot 
the! 


the Nat on 
Parliament by their 1 „ 
; which She did 
in an excraordinary Vehe- _} 
he] mence of Stile 
That She a Words to 
| Expreſs Her earneit Deſire 
| of ſeeing all Her Subjects in 
perfect Peace and Union among 
| themſelves ; 
deſires us all carefully to 
| avoid any Heats or Diviſions 

| that may diſappoint Her of 
that Satisfaction, and give 
| Enconragement to the common 
Enemies of 
| State. 


| ſentarives , 


th Clergy of Eiy. 
hea - 


; telling us, 


and therefore 


our Church and 
Bur alas! our Di- 
B 4 ferences 
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ferences and Quarrels ſtill 
continue; and we are in 
nothing fo Zealous, as in 


our fierce Cppotiti tions one 


to apother. 


It is ſad to al he F 


lameutable Effects of this, 
Vu hich already e the 


moſt unaccount abe Diſaf- 
ſection Men bear 0 one 


another, in the »ricings 
and Reproaches that are 
caſt on thoſe who have 
been and are the great Sup- 
Porters of Religion among 
us. What a ſtrange L iber- 
ry do Men tolerate in them- 


ſelves, 


CH — — — 
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ſelves, who repreſent theſe 
| Perſons 2s the Betrayers of 
the Church , meerly becauſe 
they do not agree withthem 
in ſome Notions ; that is, 
do not take thoſe things ro 
be for the Service of the 
| Church, which they judge 
very Neceſſary May not 
| Men differ in ſuch things, 
and not fall out one with 
another? What Reaſon 
can be given for ſuch a Li- 
cenſe as Men take to Cen- 
ſure their Superiors in this 
manner, who have all their 
Lives, in all times, in all 


B 5 dan- 


If this Virtue were not Ve- 
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Jangers, cloſely adhered to 
the Intereſt of the Church, 
and taken a great deal of | 

Pains in their Pious La- 
bous to promote it? Might] 
not a little Modeſty teach | 
Men to think, that they who 
are Above, fea little more 

than they who are Below 2 


ry ſcarce, men would not 
be ſo fierce and forward to 
Cenſure and Judge, with- 
out Reſtrai int, their Elders, 
Who are men of longer 
Obſervation and Experi- 


ence than themſe ves. 


May 
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May we not think chat 
God 3 ent this rough Mel 


| ſenger (1 mean the late 
Furious Tempeſt ) to re- 


prove the violent, boiſte- 


| rous Spirit which rages a- 
mong us, and teach us 
more Moderation, Gentle- 
nels and: ' Goodneſs 2 
| Which that we may learn, 
| Her Majeſty hath been 
pleaſed moſt Piouſſy once |} 


more to recommend it un- 


to us, in the Concluſion of 
the Seſſion of Parliament 


Yeſterday: When She told 


us, „That though Her 


« O02 


« which She Wiſhd and 


XC 


1 


"os 


* neſt Deſiree, That all 
by ' leveral Countries, ſo diſ- 


« Unity, as becomes „ 
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2208 Deſi ires which She had ex- 


( preſſed in the beginning 


Cc 


F bf 3 of ſeeing us in 


8 perfect Unity, had not 
met with all the Succels 


cc 


Expected; yet being ful- 
, ly convinced that nothing 
is ſo neceſſary to our 
common Welfare ; She 
is not diſcouraged from 
perſiſting in the ſame ear- 


cc 


101 


« Will go down into their 


* poſed. 40 Moderation and 


'* who 
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| © who are joyned together in 
| © the ſame Religion and In- 


« tereſt. 


By this we cannot but hs. 


that as She laid at firſt, Her 
Royal Heart is ſet on this: 5 
And let ours be ſo too; let 


nothing diſcourage Us from bw 


the Bleſſed Work of Peace- 


makers; remembring that 
whatloever Character Men 
give us, our Lord hath 
Pronounced ſuch to be the 


Children of God. 


All theſe things are very 
plain, and have been oſten 
laid, but without their de- 


{1 red 


78; An Exhortation to 
{} red Effect ; the Reaſon 


of which, it is worth our 
Pains to arch into. For 
which Cauſe | have annex- 
ed to this ſhort Exhortati- 
on, a Sermon 1 preached 1 
little after the late amazing 
Storm, in my own Chap- 
pel; w herein | endeavoured 
to ſhow how it comes to 
paſs, that ſo many Judg- 
ments as have befallen us, 
have not amended us. | 
Theie are "00 many, I have 
e obſerved, that mind 
rot 8 Hand of God in | 
them, but! impute, all ſuch 
ang 
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things to Natural Cauſes, 
tho they know nor what. 
This Temper of Mind | 

| renders Men hopelels, un- 
[- leſs they be awaken d before 

they are ſetled in it, to have 
& . Regard to the 
| Works of the Lord, and the 

Operations « of Xi Hands. 
For they that ate not moved 
by ſuch Aſtoniſhing Judg- 
ments as the late Storm, to 
think of God, are more 
ſtupi id and dull than the un- 
realonable Creatures, ſuch 
as che Birds of the Air ; 


with which Jeremiah up- 


braids 
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braids the T/raelites, in not 
diſcerning, or not obſerving, 
thoſe Signs of the Time, J 
which foreſnewed God's 
Judgments coming upon 


them; with the Cauſes that 


Provoked them, 8. Jerem. | 
6, 7. Thearbned or heard, 
but they ſpake not ar ght; ; No 1 
man repented him of his Wick- 

edneſs, ſaying, What have I 
done? Every one turneth to 
his courſe, as the horſe ruſh- } 
eth into the battel, Tea, the ſtork 
in the heavens knowerh her- ap- 

pointed times ; and the turtle, 
and the ne, and the ſwat- 
Set OY, 
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| low obſerve the time of their 

| coming, but my people e know not 

he judgment of the LORD. 

| Upon which Words that 

I great Man before-mention- 

ed Dr. Jackſon, thus diſcour- 

= ſes; and it deſerves our ſeri- 

: ot Attention and Conſide- 

I ration. This Stupidity or Sen ſe- 

I eis in man, whether Jew or 

| Gentile, "whether Chriſtian or 

Heathen, in thus ſlighting or 
neglecting theSigns of the Time, 

| that is, ſuch Portendments or 
- Prognoſticks of GodsJudgments 

or Calamities, as the veryBookof 
vature, or * the V1 iblecreatures 


5 . 5 
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_w_ argues the Nature, 
t leaſt the Diſpoſiti ticn of ate 

in whom this. Stupidity 1 
to und, to be farther out of 
ae than the Nature of the 
Birds of the Air, or Beaſts f i 
the Field; for they commonly 
foreſee unſeaſonable Weather. 
or Storm coming, and ſeek i in 
time for ſome ſhelter or re- 
- fuge : : But fo do not Men 
for the moſt part return to 
God, who is their only refuge, 
wider the ſhadow of whoſe 
Wings there 1s only hope of 

Safety ; ; albeit He wh gives 
them more pregnant rages: 


N 
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-] 


flicls of Wraih enſung, than 


the diſpoſition of the Air doth 


unto Birds or Foil. 


A hope What I have faid, 


ing what follows! in the en- 

ſuing Diſcourſe, may have 

| ſuch an effect on thoſe that 
ſeriouſly conſider it, as to 

| preſerve them from ſuch "2. 

| ſenſeleſs Temper of Mind; 

which if it ſhould general- 


ly prevail, I know not | 
what will deren of us; 
but ſhall be apt to ſay with 
David, V ly fle ſh trembleth for 
fear of Thee and I am afraid 


of thy Judgments, : 
April 4. 1704. XVI. 
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. 4 
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XVI, [Rev 9. Laser Par. 


bim Glory. 


things whereby they —_ 
lately ſorely Suffered ; 


may juſtly raiſe our Won- | 


. der, that Mankind ſhould 


be ſo Stupid, as when they 


1d they repented not, to give 


"Hen we ſee brute | 
; Creatures ſo Sen- | 
ſible, as to beware of thoſe | 


have done very Fooliſhly, 1 


and 
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and chereby Ruined them- 


| ſelves, not to alter their 


Courſe, and by Repenting 85 
Jof their Folly give Glory to 
God, and take Shame to 
| themſelves. 
It is ſomething ſtrange, | 
that any Man who owns a 
God, ſhould adventure to 


| Aﬀeont His Authority, by 


| oppoſing himſelf to His 
declared Will: But not to 
| Repent of the Fault when 


he hath committed it, is 


far more unaccountable: 
But it is little leſs chan a- 
. that after Men 
have 
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have ſmarted ſoundly for it 
| (which was the Caſe of the 
Men here ſpoken of) and | 
been ſeverely Corrected 
many ways, and a long | 
time, upon N Account, 
it ſhould not lead them to 
Repentance. 
z What! not Repent after 
E God had nor only ſent His 
| Son to call them to it; and 
His Son had ſent the Holy 
Choſt to give them the 
Grace of Repentance : and 
He had denounced terrible 
Threatnings if chey reſiſted 
this Grace, which 1 is repre- 


ſented 


— 


et 
— 


„% E — ro 2 fon. 
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ſented in the Second Chap- . 
ter of this Book, by a Sword, 
| Nay a Tiwo-edged Sword going 
ont 07 his mouth againſt all 
Contumacious Sinners: But 
when He had began alſo a 
great while ago, to take 
this Sword into His Hand, 


to fulfil His Threatnings, 1 | 


and to do Execution; -nay, 
when He had made great 

Slaughter, and His Sword 

was become Drunk with 
the Blood of the Slain: 
What anObſtinacy was this? 
How hard and rough were 
theſe Men's Hearts? > With 
what 
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what a mad Reſolution 


were they p oſſeſſed, that 
nothing would ſatisfy them 
but to be utterly Undone ? 
Vas there ever any ſuch 


Men in the World be- 


fore? Or are there any now 


| fo Inconſiderate, who ſo 


little underſtand their own 


Intereſt, that they can be 
moved "her by Words 


nor by Blows, to ceaſe their 


Folly, and turn to God? O 
that we could ſay there are 
none now who tread in the 


- ſteps of thele deſperate Sin- 


ners! That it were as cer- 
tain 


d 
q 
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rain the men in my Text 
had no Succeſſors in their 
Impiety, as it is certain they 
did but follow ſome Anci- 
ent Precedents, who had 
led them the way to De- 


ſtruction. 


You may read in the 
Ach of Amos, a moſt fad 
Complaint which God © 
made by that Prophet, of 
His People Vrael, that tho 
e had ſent one Judgment 
after another upon them, 


yet they returned not unto 


Him. I have given you 
want es bread in all your pla- 
| . 


— — — 
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unto me, ſaith the LO RD: 


have ye not returned unto me, 
He proceeds to mention o- 


8 repeating chis as the Burden 


ye not returned unto me. Read 
at your leiſure from v. 6 


—— — - — — — — 
— — — — — — ** 
— —— — — 


. eee Ong « 


1 have withholden the rain 
from you, yet have ye not re- 
turned unto me, ſaith the 
LORD: Thave ſmitien you 
with blaſting and mildem, yet lf 


faith the LORD. And lo 
ther J udgments; five times} 


of his Complaint, Yet hav 


00 12 of that Chapter. 


No 


ces, yet ye have not returned | 
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| Now the very ſame Ob- 


ſtinacy which poſſeſſedt thoſe 


obdurate Ißraelites, was 


| found here again in the, 


| Hearts of thele Apoſtate 
Chriſtians ; who after four 
Vals of the Wrath of God 
had been poured out upon 
them, yet repented not, to 
give him Glory: Nay, 5 
after a Fifch Shower of Di- 


vine Vengeance was fallen 


upon their 1. 75 it is 
laid again, v. That 
| they only Halphemed the 
God of heaven, becauſe of 
their Pains and their Sores, 


0 2 1 55 and 


ef 
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5 and repented not of their deeds. 
I wiſh] could here make 
a full ſtop, and proceed no 
further in this ſad Hiſtory 


of an unrelenting Spirit : 


That could ſay there have 


been none beſides theſe, ſo 
15 obſtinately bent upon their 
own Ruin, as not to Re- 


pent of their Deeds, after 
God hath ſent many terri- 


ble Judgments upon them, 
one on the neck of another, 
to awaken them to it. 
Bur hath there nor 1 
more than a ſpice of this 
Diſeaſe among us, in this 

Nation; 


— . — — — — 


— 22 — 25 my — 
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Nation; „ who alter Twen- 


ty Years of N and 


Confuſion, War and 5 


Bloodſhed 7 9 we 
loſt : a moſt Religi ous King, 


with our Ancient overs. 


ment in Church and State) 
did not repent, to give glor 7 n- 
to God? No, nor after a 
devouring Peſtilence, which -| 


ſoon followed the Happy 
Reſtoration ; nor after a 
no leis devouring Fire; nor 


alter the | Plague of Popery, 5 
which begin to break out 


among us, till God merci- 
mw op: its Progrets by 
18 


3 Our - 
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our late W onderful Delive- 
rance. Vet we cannot ſaythat 
theſe and other Judgments 
(which llorbear to mention) 


e AYE wrought any great Al- 


> 8 
teratcion in us; but the ſame 


; Spirit ft 11 poſſeſſes us, of Im- 


püiety cowards Cod, and Ha- 


tred one towards another. 

It will well become eve— 
ry Miniſter of the Golpel, 
to enquire and find out the 


Cauſe of ſuch Impen tence ; 


that no Perſwaſions, 855 
Threatnings, no, nor Judg- 
ments, nor the moſt dread- 


: fal Executions 6 of which 
Sp 


1 
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Sr. John here 2 a 
move thoſe that feel een = 

and groan under the Bore 
den of them, ro Repent 
| of their evil De eds. And chat 
ſhall be my Buſineſs in the 
following Diſcourſe; to the 
end, that by finding out the 
Cauſes, we may be directed 
how to remove the Hffects. 

| Now this ſtubborn Im- 
penitence may be a cribed 
to ſuch Cauſes iS th zle : 
J. 


Firſt, 5 Some Sinners are 


3 apt to impute all the Cala- 
mities that fall upon them, 


Cc CY and 


— — — 
—— 


, 
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and others, to bring them 
to Repentance, unto mere 
Chance, and blind Fortune: 
Their Thoughts are lo 
Night, chat they think no- 
thing elſe is concerned in 
them. When noiſome and 
grievous Dileaſes ſweep 
| Multitudes away ( as it 
was the Caſe mentioned in 
_ theSecondVerſe of thisChap- 
ter); when the Fruits of the 
Earth are Blaſted ; when 
ſuch à furious Tempeſt 
rages, as lately did ſo much 
Damage both at Land and 
5 Sea, they call it an Acct- 
dent, 5 


"the Cler '2) of wy: 8 
dent, and never mind the 1 
Hand of God therein. 
Now how ſhould they - | ö 
Repene, and return to him, 
when they do not know: | 
who it is that ſmites them? 
When God is not in all their 
thoughts (as the Pſal miſt 
ipeaks ), What hopes there 
that they ſhould humble |. 
themſelves, and ſubmit tw þ 
his Corredtions i 5 - 
This, it is certain, wasthe 
Cauſe of their Ruin whom 
Amos ſpeaks of; whole 
Condition was parallel to 


theirs in my Text; as may , 
NY. ee e, 


—— — AGE CRIES. . 
= 
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be 9: thered from the Third 
Chapter of his Prophecy, 
V. 6. Shall a trumpet be blown 
in the City, and the People not | 
Le afr aid? Shall there be evil 
in a city, and the LORD. 
hath not done it? As much || 
as if he had ſaid, Do not 
People uſeto riſe and runto | 
the Arms, when they hear 


the Trumpet found ? 28 


ſure, though ihey be j 


their warm | Beds, and hes. 
vy with Sleep; unleſs they 
think it a falſe Alarm, and 
imagine that ſome Idle Per- 
ſon doth bu: pay the wan- 


ton 
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ton . them. And is 
; there not the ſame we Fig = 
that you ſhould be Rouzed 
by the Calamities that be- 
fall you? Why ſhould not 
you be ſtirred up chereby 
to look about you, and 
endeavour to prevent the 
Danger which threatens 
you? unleſs you think that 


there is nothing in all thele If 
Calamities, but a concourſe. ä 


of Accidents, : which for- 
: tuitouſly (i. e. by Chance) 
meet together to diſturb aud 
diſquiet you. But know, 


that there i is 10 evil i in your Cl- 
95 


—— — ———— 
1 . — 8 


—— EE 
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ty, but the L 0 RD hath a 


w 
hand in it. Be not ſo ſot- I þ 
tiſh as to fancy, that e aj 
doth not intereſt Himſelf Jo 
mall thatbefals you. Look || c 

upon them as Divine Ad- IJ 

| .monitions; as Warning- || a 

| Pieces ſhor from Heaven, Ih 

| to awaken. your  drowzy A 

Souls to Repent, and keep RC 
off further Danger. | 


Thus the Prophet Micah i 
ſpeaks to the People of Ju- Ir 
dab, as Amos had done un- 
| tino of Iſrael, 6. Micah 9. 

i The: 1 ORD s Voice crieth 
| unto the city, and the man of 


" 8 
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wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name; 
hear ye the rod, and who hath 
appointed it. It is the LORD 
of Heaven and Earth that 
calls aloud to you by theſe 
Judgments ; and if there be 
any man among you that 
hath not loſt his Reaſon 
and Diſcretion, he will fee 
God's Name, that is, His 
Power, Juſtice, and Truth; 
in theſe things, whereby He 
rebukes men for their Ini- 
quity : Therefore hearken 
to che voice of the rod; mind 
and conſider what > ſaith, 


and think that God Himſelf 
. 3 


—————— ] 7«§«—«tirł e ] ] 
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ſpeaks to you by its Mouth. 
And what doth the Rod 
of God ſay, when at any 
time you AY Its ſtrokes ? 
The Prophet there tells us, 


in the very next Words; 


Are there yet the treaſures of 
wickedneſs in the houſe of the 


wicked , and the T mea» | 


ſure that is abominable? v. 10. 
And ſo he goes on to relate 
what Violence was in their 
hands, what Fraud in their 


dealings, how they ſpake 


Lies, and their. Tongues 
8 deceitful in their 
Mouths; that is, the Rod 
8 of 


Sins, which then reigned 


moſt among them; and cal- 
led upon them to Repent 
of them. And as it con- 
cerned them very highly in 
thoſe days, ſo it doth us 
now in ſuch Caſes, to ſhow 
our ſelves Men of Wiſdom 
and not to be ſo Fooliſh, 
as to impute all the Evi 
that befals us, to mere 


Chance; leſt the Divine 


Vengeance proceed to ſuch 


an 5 as there fol- 


lows, v. 13. Therefore will 


1 make thee fo > in ſmiting 


thee, 
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ofCod accuſed them of thoſe 


e eee amd — — Ce eee es , ee ra rt 
- 
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thee, in making thee deſolate 
becanſe of thy ſins. 

Thar's he uſual Effect of 
Atheiſm and Irreligion , 
when Men will not be cu- 

red of it, that they be ex- 
tirpated and rooted out of 
the Earth, and their Coun- 
try be laid deſolate: lt not be- 
ing fit that they ſhould live, 
who will not acknowledge 
the God of their Life. 

This is one great Cauſe 
why there is no Amend- 

ment, no, not by the Seve- 

"reſt Judgments. Men are 

void of a Senſe of God, 

whi ch 


— 2 — 
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which is the beginning of 
all Religion and Goodneſs. 
55 
Another Cauſe why 
Men do not Repent when 
they are Puniſhed lo ſeyere- 
ly for their Sins, as the men 
whomst John hers ſpeaks of, 
were ; is this, That many 
who hive ſome Senſe of 
God, have ſuch a good 
Opinion of themſeſves, 
that they look upon theſe 
Puniſhments that are In- 
flicted on a Nation, as the 
deſert of other men's Sins, 
and not of their own. 


i AW 
= 
: | }! 
| i ji 
| | |, 

| | lere „ 
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There: are thoſe who AC- 


knowledge the Hand of 
God in all common Cala- 
mities, who yet imagine 
they ſee that Hand ſtretch- 
ed out againſt another ſort 
of Men, and not againſt 
themſelves. 
There is ſcarce: any 


Country or Place, but it is 


divided into "Het Parties 
and Factions: All great 


Cities are Inhabited by | 


Men of different Opinions 
and Perſwaſions, in ſome 
thing or other; and each 
think che way b the 

| other 
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other is, to be Abſurd and 
Dangerous. Now when. 

any Miſchief befals that 

Place, every Party is wont 
to impute it to the others 
Fault; and though they 
all Suter i in it, throw the 
Guilt off Gor themſelves, 
and lay it upon other 
Men's Backs. Every one 
is forward and glad to ab- 
ſolve himſelf, and tranſ- 
fers the Deſerts of his own 
Sins to another man 8 
Crimes. | | 
Now this Humour, 
when it prevails ( and it oy i 
com- 
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commonly one of the . 
mentable Effects of all Di- 
viſions ) unavoidably hin- 


ders Men's return to God. 


For whilſt all caſt the blame 

from off themſelves, they 
muſt needs continue as they 
were before: While every 


one thinks another bad, 


there is no body grows Bet- 
ter: When they expect their 


Neighbours ſhould Amend, 


they do not amend them 
ſelves. It is you that have 
drawn this Ruin upon us, 
lays: one Sort of Men; Nay, : 


| it is You, repl ies the other : 


And 


1 
; 
c 
” 
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And ſo, while they rols the 
Guilt (asf may ſpeak) from 
one fide to the other, it re- 
mains among them all. 
it you would not have : 
i your Hearts hardned in Sin, 
every Man muit ſuſpect 
himſelf, and endeavour to 
find out his own Iniquity. 5 
He muſt not entertain ſuch 
an Opinion of his own In- 
nocence, and other Men's 
Lendned „as to imagine 
the Guilt is not divided be- 
tween them. But as the 
Prophet Zachary faith , 

need . or Tribe 5 


part 


% 
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part! ſhould be forced to Be- 


wail and Mourn for their 


Afflictions (12. 11. Cc.) 


80 truly we ought to do for 


our Sins: Every Man, eve- 


ry Family, of whatioever 
ee ion they be, ought 

to ask themſelves, What 

have we done ? For. more 


or lels, all have Offended 


8 God. 


right Judgment, there is no 


Till chere be VER Sobrie- 1 
ty, this Humility, this Ho- 


ly Jealouſy over our ſelves; | 
this Impartiality and up- 


hope Men ſhould "be 4-- 
brought 


the 115 of Ely. 67 


brought to Repentance; 
but every one will ruſh For. 
ward in his Evil Courſes, 
like the Horſe into the 
Bartel ; fearing no Dan- 
ger, and ſeeing no Fault at 


all, chat ſhould make him 


diſtruſt himſelf in the Courſe 
wherein he 1 Is gs. 
e III. 
I may add unto this, as 
being nearly linked to it, 
that the Hatred which men 
of different Perſwaſions u- 
= ſually bear to each other, 
is another Cauſe tbey do 
not Return o God. Becauſe 


— 
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they are vehemently bent 
in other Deſigns againſt 
Men. They are ſo full of 
Thoughts how to make a 
ſtrong Oppoſit tion to them, 
that they conſider nothing 
elſe; no, not the common 
ain that i is likely to come 


ſeſſed with earneſt deſires 


to Supplant each other, that 
there is no room for other 
5 Thoughts; ; eſpecially when 
they imagine, that by ſuch 


Contrivances they are do- 


ing God good Service. This 


blinds 


upon them all. Their 


Hearts are fo entirely pol- 
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| blinds their Eyes, ſo that — — 


they can ſee no Fault in 
themſelves, nor no Good 
in others: Nay, this mu- 


tual Hatred which they — 


have conceived, makes 
them oft- times wok upon 


| the Evils which befal them, 


| as coming from Men, and ; 


not from God ; and WW -: 


they are tempted to ſeek 


rather to be Revenged of. 


them, than to be Reconci- 
led ro Him. 


Thus, it is likely, it was 


| with Samaria, againſt whom 


Amos Prophelied- ; who 
- D 8 or- 
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Worſhipped God upon a- 
nother Mountain, different 
from that at Jeruſalem z nay, 
oppolite unto it : and ſo 

all their Care was to keep : 

at as great a diſtance as 
they could from Judah ; 


though they fill remained 


at a wider diſtance from 


God. The very thing, 
:" ar, that hath undone ma- 
7 ny in theſe days, who have 
no greater Concern , than 
to deſtroy thoſe that are 
Oppoſite to them. Their 


Hearts are ſo fraught with 


— - 
4 4 F r a 


E\ 
a bitter Zeal this way, that ſſo 


| _ ep 
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they have no regard to any 
thing elſe. Their Sins lye 
quiet and ſafe, and are not 
at all oppoſed ; while they 
Þ are furiouſly. engaged in 
| cheſe Enmities: Nay, 
all God' sJudgments, which: 
are intended to allay theſe 


Heats, ſerve only to in- 


tune their Spirits in theſe 


Inveterate Hatreds. 


For they imagine, as 1 
Gd: thoſe whom they op- 
ole, to be the Cauſes or 


the Inſtruments of all thoſe 


Evils that befall them; and 


ſo they employ their 
D 2 Thoughis, 
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= Thoughts and their De- 
ſires, and their N 


too againſt them, and not 
againſt the true Cauſe of 


all their Sins and Iniquities, : 


which eſcape without any 


= Cenſure. Their Minds are 


quite drawn from the Con- 
ſideration how they Pro- . 
voke God, by the conti- 
nual Provocation chey re- 
ceive one from another. 
They cannot return to Him, 
becauſe they have turned 
all their Thoughts and 
Cares another way, from 
whence they will not be di- 
verted, So 
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So dangerous a thing it 
is, to have our Hearts 
fraught with Hatred, as they 
too commonly are, when 
Men are engaged in oppo- 
ſite Factions: Which is not 
only * Wicked in it ſelf, 
being directly contrary to 
the Chriſtian Spirit , the 
very Bane of Religion ; 
nay, and of Human 8 
ty; but ( beſides other 
: vaikchievdus Conſequences) . 
it obſtructs Men's Repen- 
tance, and hardens them 
in 3987 Sins ; which are 
not Obſerved, 5 not Cor- 


rect⸗ 


<< 
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: rected, while they are vio- 
| lently bent to Proſecue 
other Men, whom they | 
think more Faulty | than 


chemſelres 


Of this Diſeaſe kejefore 
we muſt ſeek a Cure, by 
ſuch ſerious Thoughts as 
theſe: That nothing is ſo 
Odious, as Sin and Wic- 
kedneſs ; and above all o- 
ther Sins. this of Hatred 
and Malignity, bitter Strife 
and Debate, eſpecially up- 
on the Gore. of Religion; 
and theſe, or any other Sins 
are leaſt to be endured in 
our 


——— ens em eye ¶ 
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our ſelves, ifwe be ouilty of 
them: And if we are Guil- 

ty of them, but do not ſee 
them, or are not Senſible 
them, we are unfit 
Judges of the Faults of 
95 Men. But if Men | 
do ſee them, and will | 
not in the firſt ſtudy to a 
mend themſelves, how can 
they reaſonably hope that 
others ſhould Amend their 
Faults? Or with what Face 
can they accuſe their Neigh- 
bours, when they lie under 
the ſame Guilt which they 
charge on them? And 
. 4 have 


oo . * 
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have not ſuch Power over 
others, 48 they have over 


their own Hearts and 
Ways ; M and therefore muſt 
begin to Reform at home. 
Which if we would do, 
we have this comfortable 
Aſſurance from the Wiſe 
Man, That when a man's 
aways pleaſe the Lord, be will 


make even his enemies to be at 


peace with him, 16. Prov. 7. 


Inthe Verſe before which 
5 Words, there! is this Remark 
made by the ſame Wiſe 
Man, That by the fear of 


the Lord men depart from 
evil. 


evil. From whence I might 
take occaſion to "obſerve, 


| Thar on the: contrary, Men 
do not depart from Evil; 
becauſe inſtead of cheiiſh- . 
ing an Holy Fear in their 
Hearts, they ſooh chern- 
ſelves up. with Vain Hopes. 
| This 1 might alledge as 
another Cauſe that Men do 
not Repent; even when 
they keel che! Hand of God 
Scourging them for their 
Sins: They flatter them- 
ſelves very eaſily , with a 


belief of better Times, 


_ they do not en 
D bei 
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| 


- E > iti · 


been our own Caſe, ) : 
more Confident Men grow | 
that they are out of all 
Danger. But if I ſhould 
| enlarge on this, I ſhould 
not leave room for that 
which I take to be more | 
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better themſelves. When 
a Judgment is removed, 
they hope the like will not 
return again. And the 
more Merciful God is, in 


not letting it lie Joag 


(which by the way hath 


Material. 


IV. 5 


"The next ching hw 


fore 


). the 
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fore, to which, I think, 
| Men's Impenitence may 
| be juſtly aſcribed; is, That 
they are apt to think God's 
Mind may be altered and 
turned towards them by 
ſome means or other, tho, 
they do not turn to Him. 
They may Appeaſe Him 
they fancy, and keep off | 
utter Deſolation , without 
a thorough Reformation. 
Their Solemn Prayers, for 
{| inſtance, and Supplications, 
eſpecially if joined with 
| Faſting, and ſorrowful Hu- 
| miliation of themſelves, 
e will 
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will move Him, they think 


ro lay aſide His Anger, 


though it be ever ſo great. 
And indeed theſe are 
ſuch. prevalent Things, 


that] wiſh Men were gene- 


rally more Serious, and 


frequent in the Praftice of 


them: For they ſuppoſe 
we are ſenſible of our Sin, 
and of our Danger : And 
conſequently that we are 
willing to do any thing to 
obtain a Pardon for the one, 


and a Removal of the . 


ther. They that are tru- 
| 15 Humbled, are ready to 
is fub- 
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ſubmit to any terms, and 
conſent to every ching chat 
is propoſed to them. But 
if we reſt here, and go 
further; if we have only 
ſome good Defires, Indi- 

nations, and Purpoſes; 
and chen fall into this Opi- 
nion, That God may be 
importuned hereby to be 

Merciful to us, without ax 
further care to procure His || 
Favour ; | this> is fuch a 

J Conceit, thar where it pre= | 
vails, chere is no. reafon to 

expect a change of Men's | 

Life and Manners. i 
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This was it undid the | 
Jews, and brought chem to | 
utter Ruin. For when 
their Country was already 
Deſolate, when their Cities 
were burnt with Fire (as 
we read in 1. aiaß 7.) 
then they thought to ap- 


peaſe the Divine Majeſty 
with a Multitude of Sacri- 
fices; with the Fat of fed 


Beaſts ; with their Oblaci- 
ons and Incenſe; their 
new Moons, and Solemn 


Aſſemblies: Though they 


did not put away the Evil 
of their . from be- 


fore 
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fore His Eyes; as we read 
there, v. 11, 12, 13. and 


thoſe that follow... Where 


he proteſts that all theſe 
things were an Abominati- 
on; that He loathed and 
en thoſe Services, 
though of His Own Inſti- 
tution; that He was wea- 
ry to bear them; that they 
rather more Provoked than 
Atoned Him by theſe 
Means. 
And FREY INN He threa- 
tens to hide his eyes from them 
when they ſpread forth their 
hands to "ys ; yea, when they 
made 


to do we 
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made many prayers; tbe would | 
hot bear them: The Reaſon | 


follows, v. 1 5. . bands 


not * wy pure. bands Wie 
Rent, * and therefore, to 


17. Wa 


J, doidih from before mine 


eyes; . o to do evil, learn 


feel ach ; 
believe ebe oped * 


i the fatherleſs + 3 lead the 


. of the widow. And 


then 


abv full of Bod. They did | 


35 the Apoeſtle Ex- 


put them in the niglit way, 
he calls upon _— * "6, | 
cen, ay the vil of 


yk > a — OR. oo 


X tA I pn a 


the erg of Ely. 85 


then adds, Come nom, aud 


let us reaſon together, ſaith 


the LO RD; though your - 
ſins be as ſearlet, they ſhall 
be as white as ſnow; though 
they be red like crimſon, they 
ſhall be as wooll. As much 
as to ay, Now the Buſi- 
nefs is done, now we are 
Agreed, but not till now. 
This is the thing that will 


turn away my Wrath: not 


Prayers alone, though ever 
{ {0 Earneſt; not Sacrifices, 
though cube ſo Rich; not 


Solemn Days for Bice 


Service , eee ſertelly 


Ob- 


PR eee en Co 
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bObſerved; which are on- tt 
ly the Means, not the | T 
"End; and therefore well P 
Wnt” not reſt in them, till! 
they bring us to that for | ? 
which they are deſigned, d 
the making us truly better, | # 
i 

3 

; 

j 


Which we ſhall never be, 

till we ſettle this belief in! 

our Mind, That it is im-! 
poſſible to prevail with God 
to ceaſe his Anger, till we 
ceaſe to do evil, and learn to 
do well; that is, till we 
ceaſe to provoke him to 

Anger. 

This is che Doctrine . 
that 


the Clergy of Ely. 8 7 
| that Prophet; and the ve- 


ry ſame the Prophet Amos 


preached to t Iſraelites, 
which he did ews, 


v. 21, 22, &c. I hate and 


deſpiſe your feaſt days, and 1 l 


will not ſmell (or reliſh) 
your holy aſſemblies ; thong? ; 
Jou offer me burnt offerings, I 
will not accept them +, neither 
will Iregard the peace-offerings 
of your fat beaſts. Take a- 
way from me the noiſe of thy 
ſongs, or Hymns, for Twill 
not hear the melody of thy vi- 
ols. But let judgment come 
down as waters, and m— ; 


10 
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neſs 4s a mighty ſtream, 
| Till we learn ſuch Leſſons as 
this, and not truſt merely 
to our Prayers and Solemn 
Days, we are in a ready 
way to Deſtruction: Be. 
cauſe theſe we would have 
God to accept, inſtead of 
Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life; when without 
this, he declares, He is fo far 
from Accepting 
that he will have no regard 
to thein; nay, e and 


hates chem. 
There is a Solemn time 


now approaching (which 
Ss 5 . 


the other, 
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veal LENT) of: Fa- 
ſting and Humiliation; in 
| which many of/us, T hope 
will make a Conſcience of 
performing. ſome. of the 
Duties belonging to it.; 
chat is, Spend ſome. rigs. 
more than ordinary in 
Prayer, in Reading, in cal- 
ling our ſelves to an Ac- 
count, and reflecting on 
our former Life: Uſing 
| likewiſe ſome kind of Ab- 
{ ſtinence-, if not. Faſting , 
as we find it moſt Profita ble. 
But let us not, I beſeech 
you, content our. ſelves 
with 
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with the bare External Per- 


formance of theſe things; 
which will very much in- 


creaſe our Guilt, if they 


breed in us ſuch a mean O- 


pinion of God, that we 
imagine, He can be plea- 

| ſed with theſe outward Ex- 

erciſes alone; though there 
follow no inward change of 
our Hearts, nor any Refor- 
mation of Life; which 


He expects ſhould be 
wrought by ſuch means; 


becauſe for that end they 
were Ordained. Faſting, 
for inſtance, is an excellent 


Re- 


Remedy for many Sins; but 
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then it muſt cure them, or 


elſe it is good for little. 

Shall I defire you to hear 
part ofaDiſcourſe of St.Chry- 
ſoſtom upon this Subject, in 
his Third Sermon to thePeo- 
ple of Antioch. He that defines 


; Faſting, by mere Abſti- 


© nence from Food, he it is 


that diſhonours Faſting. 


© For it is not mere Ab- 
© ttinence from Food, but 


© departing from Evil. Doſt 


© thou Faſt 2 Show it by 


© thy Works. If thou 


* askeſt, what Works J an- 
a © ſwer, 


as, 


8 
© \wer, If thou ſeeſt a poor 
© Man, Relieve him; if 


thou "andenel an Enemy, 
obe Reconciled to him; if 


thou ſeeſt a Neighbour i in 


greater Proſperity than 


thy ſelf, do not Envy him. 
« 1 not thy Stomach on- 


5 2 Faſt, but thy Eyes, 
-6:rhy- Ears, thy Feet, thy 


Hands, Ad all het reſt 


of the Members of thy 


Body. Let thy Hands 


© abſtain from Extortion, 
Rapine, Covetouſneſs, 


© and Violence; Let thy 
5 Feet keep a Faſt, by ſtop- 
Ding 


8 
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their Courſe to un- 
8 [2 Rl Spectacles, Let 
* thy Eyes abſtain from 
© wanton Glances. Let thy 
© Ears keep a Faſt, by not 
© liſtening to Detraction, 
Calumnies, Accuſations; 


but turning away n 
© thoſe that Whiſper them. 
Let the Mouth alſo Faſt, 
from filthy e 

tion, from Reproaches, 

5 from Reviling, from Rail- 
ing, Evil Speaking, Ly- 
ing and Slandering. 
For what good doth it 


90 abſtain from eating 
5 0 Fleſh 


c 
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© Fleſh, or from Bit ei- | © 
5 * ther, if we bite and de- 
© your one another? Now || © 
© he that Detracts, he that |} 
0 Backbites another, he cats 14 
c his Brothers Fleſh , he |< 
© bires his Neighbour, From c 
58 which St. Paul 2 8 us, |< 
when he ſaith, Gala. « 
© 15. If ye bite devour * 
© one another, tale heed that © 
0 be not conſumed. one of |< 
© another. Thou haſt not 
© faftned thy Teeth in a bit 
© of Fleſh all this Lent; but] 
thou haſt faſtned + falſeÞ* 
« « Accuſation, an evil Sur- J 
miſe 
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* mile, an unjuſt Suſpicion, 5 
fan ungrounded Jealouly, 


in the Soul of another; 


© whereby thou haſt wenn 


© ded that Soul, and thoſe 
© whom thou haſt falſly 
c Acculed, and affected 5 


«ſelf with innumerable 
* Evils. Which he there 


© reckons up, but J ſhall 
© not mention; becauſe it 
is time to rellyou how he 
* concludes in theſe Words: 
Though we ſhould eat 
* Aſhes, ſuch Severity will 
C do us no Service; unleſs 
ve abſtain from Detracti- 
Bye 0 
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on. For not thoſe things 
© that enter into the Mouth 


© defilethe Man, but thoſe 


© things that proceed out of 


© the mouth, come forth from 
© the heart, and they defile the 
- © man "the out of the heart 
1 arvceed evil thoughts (i. e. 


© Defigns ) murder, adulte- | 


, fornication, theft, falſe- 


* witneſs, blaſphemies. Theſe 
* are the things which defile 


the man, 15. Matt. 18, exc. | 
- And then he beleectinchem, 1 
not to think it enough char | 


they have been Serious for 
4 few Days, but to look 
upon 
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upon themſelves as bound | 
to Reform their Life, if 
they expected to be Happy. 


For as they who are very 


Sick, unleſs they alter 
their way of living, will 


receive no Benefic by the 


ſtrictneſs of their B12 for 
a little time: So unleſs Sin- 
ners, ſaich he, will be al- 
ways ſober, two or three 
days of Faſting will do 


them 1 no good. 


V. 


And {o I proceed to che 


laſt thing I ſhall mention, 
as the Cauſe of Men's not 


E *- 
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8 Repenting; no not though 3s 


— 


they be Joudly awakened 


e e by. Terrible Judg- 
ments ; Which is the lig 2 
neſs of: their Thoughts; 
the want of ſerious Son 
deration, which makes 
Ood's Word, and all His] 
Works prove ineffectual. 
We can alledge no other 
Cauſe of what I juſt now 
ſaid, that they ONS ſome 


part 1 their Duty, and 


whole. Of Which they 


? 
a 


the leaſt part, ſerve tor the! 


could not be Guilty, did . 


they conſ der 5 either the | 
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Nature of God, or the 
Nature of Sin, or the Na- 
ture of thoſe Duties which 
they are willing to Perform; * 
or indeed any thing elle 

that belongs to Religion. 


I have not room to en- 


large upon all theſe, and 
therefore ſhall particularly | 
confine my ſelf to that 
which the Tex: principally 
relates unto, The Divine 
Judgments ; hich ought 
above all Things to awa- 
ken us to Conſideration; 
without which they | leave 
no deep Impreliion upon 


7 E 4 us. 


Counſel Which he gives 
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us. Of the Neceſſity of | 
bh, the Wile Man admo- || 

the” us, in that grave < 


8, Eccleſ. 14. In the day of 


_ adverſity conſt der. Conſider | ; 


what you have done; 


| Conſider what God would 
have you to do; Conſider 


the Reaſon Why) you ſhould 


N it; Conſider your 5 


Danger if you do it not; 
Vea, conſider what it is | 


that is wont to keep you || 


from Conſideration. 
One thing I am ſure is, 
BD The Love of the Bodily 

Lite; 
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Life; z the deſire of Fleſhly 
; Eaſe 1004 Delights. Theſe 

are unwilling that a Man 


ſhould grow Serious. They 17 


are all ſpoiled if he become 


Conſiderate. They t tempt 
him to throw away all 
5 Thoughts, that ſo he may 
enjoy himſelf. more {weet- 
, and not be diſturbed in 
bis Pleaſures. 
Let us beware therefore 
of thele Enchantments, 
Let us take heed we be not 
lulled alleep in the Lap ol 
Senſual Enjoyments; for 
fear our Ruin fall upon us, 


E 5 when 
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when we are not aware of 
it. 
"As all. in time of 
great Diſtreſs by any pub- 
lick or private Calamity, 
we ought to ſhun Voluptu- 
ouſneſs, as we do Shelves 
and Quickſands : ; which 
Men more eſpecially dread 
in a Storm. Then it is 
moſt unſeaſonable to make 
our ſelves Merry, when 
we are in great Danger. 
For that's the way to throw 
off all Conſideration ; even 
then when to Conſt der is 
moſt neceſſary. , and will 


do 
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| do us the oreatelt Service. 


Ie is a ſign Men are void of 
: all Senſe, and have no 
more Fear than the Brutes; 


3 which Eat and Drink juit -- | 


as they uſe ro do, 7 i 


they ſee one of their Fel- 
lows. Slaughrered before 
their Eyes. Read whatthe 


Prophet Haiab writes about = 
chis matter, in 22. Chap. v | 


12, 13, 14. In that day lid 


the LORD God of hoſts | 


1 call to weeping, and mourning, | 


to baldneſs. and girding with 
ſackeloth. And behold ; joy and 


Sadneſs Saging oxen, and 
Kt ling 
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killing ſheep, eating fleſh, and 
 elrinking wine. Let us eat and 
earink for to morrow we ſhall die. 
Aud it was revealed in mine ears, 

: : by the LO R D of hoſts, ſurely, : 
this iniquity ſhall not be purged 
| from you till you die, ſaith the 
LORD God of hoſts, Purged 
from them? no, how was it 


poſſible, when they themſelves _ 


ooppoſed the means of their 
Cure? God called for Mourn- 
ing ; and they quite contrary, 
betock themſelves to Merri- 


ment and Pleaſure, They were 


like unto ſome Sick Perſons, who 
A2 t that very time, when they are 
under the Phy ſicians hands, will 


not forbear their Intemperance 


or bad Diet, which was the 


cauſe of their Diſeaſe, Doth 


any Man expect his Medicines 


will 


prove, Which are made to God 


_ theClergy of Ely. 105 
will work the Effect he defires, 
when he to whom they are Ad- 

miniſtred will not refrain from 
full Meals, or from his Muſh- 
rooms and unwholſome Diet? 
Le may pray his Heart out, 
who begs Health of God, while 
he does nothing but diſorder 


| himſelf, even while he is confi- . 


ned to his Chamber for his Re- 
covery. And juſt ſo unſucceſs- 
ful will all thoſe Supplications 


for the ſaving of our Souls, or 
of our Country from Ruin; 
_ while we continue to oppoſe his 


Divine Methods , from whom -_ 


all Salvation comes. 


For it is altogether like to a 


Man that calls for Quarter, and 
begs Mercy of his knemy that 
Nath him in his Power; though 


at 
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at the ſame time he deals his 
Blows round about him as thick 
as ever, and ſhows no fign that 
he abates his Hoſtility. Such 
Supplications are perfectly ridi- 
culous: They carry in them- 
ſelves their own denial ; they 
forbid thar which they ask, and 


undermine the very foundation = 


of the Requeſt. : 
If then we would not be 


numbred with thoſe Stubborn 
Rebels, who gave the occaſion 
of this Diſcourſe, and after 
many Vials of God's Wrath 
poured on them, repented not, 


to give him glory: If you would 
not be like the old Samaritans 
whom Amos {peaks of, nor hear 
thoſe Sighs fo gona repeated of 
you, as they were of them, Ter 
je retured not unto me, ſaith 
5 | the 
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the LORD: Tet ye returned 
not unto me, &c. Do not rely 
upon your Prayers alone, or the 


moſt paſſionate Beſeechings you 
| can uſe, for Mercy from God; | 


but joyn therewith ſober and 5 


conſidering Thoughts; eſpeci- 585 


ally when He calls you to them 


in any kind of Trouble. x 3 | 
* day of adverſity confider. es 


Conſider among other things, 


| wy I have now repreſented to 


; Conſider the Cauſes of 
f ova hardneſs of Men's Hearts; 


and then if you have any Fear 


of the Divine Majeſty, and of 
His, Judgments, how can you | 


8 chuſe but return to him 
Think that it is God who _ 


e calls upon you to Repent, by 
every Affliction that befalls you. 
5 Think 
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Think that he bids you ſearch | 
and try your own Ways, and 


leave others to examine theirs. 


Think that you are not ſo much 
| concerned to perſuade others to 
be of your Mind, as to per- 


ſuade your ſelf to be of God's. 


Set your ſelves againſt Men's 
notorious Vices , more than 


againſt them. 
Be not ſecure, nor flatter up 
5 your ſelves with vain Hopes. 


Believe that the Prayers of 9 
the wicked are an abomination 3 


to the LORD. 


Do not imagine you ſhould 
Z employ your time to move him; 
but to move your ſelves to 


change your Will, _ 
_ Conſider that He is always the 
fame; ; and that it is we who 


muſt der and turn, not He. 
That 
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That He is ever an Enemy to 
the Bad, and a Friend to the 
Good ; and that nothing can 


alter this eternal Reaſon and 


Law. That we do but ſpend 
our Breath in vain, if we ſeek 
to incline him unto us, with- 

out more than an inclination 
unto him; that is, without 

actual Amendment of our Wic- | 
ked Life. 1155 | 
In Conclufioh,; believe that 
the greateſt Bane of all good 
Thoughts and Deſires, is a Vo- 
luptuous Liſe, This extingui- 
| ſhesall the Sparks of Grace that 
are in Men's Souls: it choaks 
and ſtifles all Virtuous Motions: 
and therefore let us avoid it, as 
We would Everlaſting Damna- 
tion. 
Conſider theſe. things fre- 
 quent=. 
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quently ; and -onfider withal 
how by taking dis Courſe, you 


will Gloriſy God: For St. Jobs | 


here ſuppoſes, That to repent, is.” 
L Live him Glory. 


APPLICATION. 


7 Ould you not, before you 
leave this World, do ſome 
Honour unto Him who brought 


you hither? Repent then; alter | 


the Courſe of your Life , for 


| that is an effectual Acknow⸗ 
ledgment of God, in all the 


Perfections belonging to His | 


| Divine Nature: Which the 


Scripture means by giving him 
gory. 

By this we homie acknow- 

ledge the Authority ke hath o- 


ver us; and confeſs His Right 


to give us Laws, whereby we | 
ought 
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: ought to be ruled and governed. 
Theſe Lavs alſo we acknow- 


| ledge to be Equal, Juſt, and. 


 Gocd; when forfaking all o- 


ther Mays, we return to their I 


 Obedieres. 
8 W hereby. we acknowledge 1 
alſo His Wiſdom ; that we 


are in the Wrong, and He in the 
Right; that we have played the 


3 Fool, and followed after Lies; 


And He alone can make us Wiſe - 
| unto Salvation. 


The Truth alſo of His Threat- | 
nings is acknowledged „„ 
pentance, which gives Him the 
SGlory of His Veracity in what 
He hath Denounced againſt 
Zinners. 4 
And fo it doth alſo Glorify TD” 

Nis Power, which conquers | 
Souls, and ſubdues Hearts, and 


turns 
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turns about Men's obſtinate 
Wills, and carries them Cap- 
tive to the Obedience of Faith. 
Por Repentance is a yielding 
the Victory to God, who hath 
long ſtrove with us. It is a 


throwing down our Arms, and 


profeſſing our ſelves overcome 
by the force of His Conviction, 


by the Strength of His Truth, (I 
by the Mightineſs of His Love, 1 
and by the Power of His Holy 2 


: Spirit. 85 
What need I PTY of 1 > 


| | Honour it doth to His Holineſs mo 
þ It being an open Declaration, 
That He cannot be in Love 


with Sin; nor by any means be 
Reconciled to it, though His 
Love be ever ſo great unto us. 

lis Unchangeableneſs is like- 

wiſe eh acknowledged: 


That . 


the Chap of Ely. 11 3 


: That we muſt Turn and become 
like unto Him; but He cannot 
2 Turn and become like unto us. 
lomit the reſt, and only put 
you in mind bow hereby we 
acknowledge, That He is the 


Fountain of true Bliſs: That 


the Felicity of our Souls lies in 


Bis Favour and Love: That after 
we have tired our ſelves with a 
fond long purſuit of Happineſs 


in other things, we can find no 
reſt to our Souls but in Him 
alone; whoſe Will is the Rule of 


; Rightcouſneſs : Whoſe Nature "Y 
it is to be Happy. | 


Me flee therefore to Him: by 
| Repentance, as the only Com- 
fort of reaſonable Beings; as 


the Reſt and Repoſe of Human 


Souls; as the ſolid and immor- 


tal Joy of our Minds; in Con- 


junction 
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junction with whom we cannot 
but be Happy; and in Separati- 


on from whom: we muſt needs 


be inconce ivably Miſerable. 


If all theſe be too much to 
Remember, keep in Mind only 


the birſt and the Laſt of them; 
and yon will be ſufficiently ſa- 


tisfied of the Glory you give to 


God by Repentance. For it is 
an acknowledgment of Him to 
be both our Sovereign Lord, and 
our Sovereign Good; our Ru- 
ler, and our Rewarder ; as having 
Supreme Authority, and Su- 
preme Felicity : Or in the Apo- 
ſtle's Language, The bleſſed 


aud one Porentate, who ont'y hath 


immortality. 


We difhim hereby all other 


Governors ; and we proteſt we 
have no other Good. We re- 


ſign 
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ſign our ſelves to His Holy Will 
and Pleaſare 3 and profeſs that 


our higheſt Pleaſure and Con- 


tentment is in plesſing Him; 
in Loving Him; and hoping He 
wili be gell pleaſed with us, 
throug!1 Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. 
Who hath told us, That there 
| ts joy in heaven over one finner 
that repenteth. This he repeats 
twice in the ſame place, 15. 
Luk. 7, ro. Which cinnor but 
ſugg geſt to our Thoughts, what 
an exceeding great Joy there 
would be in the Preſence of 
God, if a whole Nation did 
Repent, or if the generality of 
| Men among us did grow ban: 
This God expects ſho be 
the fruit of his Bleſſec 30 ſpel, 
which we have long <5 © ; 
and the fruit of his mary levere 
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„which he hath 


inflicted onus for our Sins. Up- 
on which if we did ſeriouſly and 
frequently reflect, and conſider 
ſuch things as! have laid before 
you 1n this Diſcourſe ; inſtead 
of fuch Complaints as Amos 


and St. John make, we might 


ſay with the Prophet Ezekiel, 
18. 27, 28. 


When the wicked turneth from | 


bis wickedneſs, that he hath com- 
mitted, and doth that which is © 
 Jawful and right, he ſhall ſave his 
ſoul alive. 3 he CONS. 
DERETH and turneth away from 
bus tranſgreſſions that he hath | 
committed, he ſhall ſurely ave, 


and not tie. Amen. 
T 
FINIS. 


